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You Were Made 
To Learn 


You were made to learn. Be sure you 
learn something every day. When you 
go to bed at night, if you cannot think 
of something new which you have 
learned during the day, spring up and 
find a book and get an idea before you 
sleep. If you were to stop eating, would 
not your bodies pine and famish? If you 
stop learning, your minds will pine and 
famish too. You all desire that your 
bodies should thrive and grow. But if 
you do not feed your minds as well as 
your bodies, they will stop growing; and 
one of the poorest, meanest, most des- 
picable things I have ever seen is a little 
mind in a great body. 


—HorACE MANN 
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Editorial Comment 


The List of Dissertations 


ERIOUS STUDENTS of education in the United 
States read with interest the titles of disserta- 
tions under way, such as those listed in this issue. 
The list tells us much of frontier areas in educa- 
tional thinking. 

Those of you in actual production may find 
opportunities to relate your study to what others 
are doing. If you find someone studying in the 
field of your own interest, an exchange of ideas 
and resources is usually of mutual benefit. Care- 
ful study of lists may assist in the definition of 
your own contribution to the science of education. 

By publication of this list, Phi Delta Kappa sup- 
ports the ideal of research. We hope its publica- 
tion may also inspire you as an individual to re- 
newed effort in research. The life of any teacher 
is enriched by participation in a research study 
within the classroom. 


More Elementary Teachers 


More qualified teachers are needed for the ele- 
mentary schools. Figures cited last month in this 
magazine indicated that during the next ten years, 
on the average of eight times as many new ele- 
mentary teachers will be needed annually as were 
prepared last year in the teacher training institu- 
tions of the United States. 

When students in certain California teachers 
colleges were asked some years ago, ‘At what 
age did you decide to be a teacher?’’, responses 
indicated an average represented by Grade 6. If 
the shortage of elementary teachers is to be re- 
lieved, teaching as a career may therefore profit- 
ably be presented to children then and earlier. 

The Phi Delta Kappa national commission on 
teacher recruitment sponsored for presentation to 
this group the film, ‘Our Teacher, Mary Dean.” 
Recruiting for primary teaching, this picture was 
aimed at the girls in the group, for most teachers 
in elementary schools are women. The film at- 
tempts to show the teacher as a normal human 
being, doing an interesting job. It suggests that 
the training and experience of the teacher are use- 
ful preparation for family life, capitalizing thus 


on the normal aspirations for romance and mar- 
riage of girls in this age group. 

The age at which interest is expressed in teach- 
ing as a career varies widely in different situations. 
A recent Indiana report, for example, shows many 
responses among high school seniors to efforts to 
attract into teaching some of the better students 
soon to graduate. The motivation suggested above 
may still be of service. 

In 16 mm. sound and color film, “Our Teacher, 
Mary Dean’ has its usefulness to the person trying 
to attract superior people into teaching. It is meant 
not to be used alone, but as part of a total effort. 
Prints of the film may be bought at $130 from 
the producers, Frith Films, Box 565, Hollywood, 
California. Prints are available also through 
rental agencies. For the convenience of chapters 
of Phi Delta Kappa, a print is circulated through 
the national office. It may be scheduled for show- 
ing under chapter sponsorship at a rental of $2.00. 
Within the limits of availability, it may be or- 
dered for other showings at $5.00 per showing. 

Whether or not you use this film, you are 
charged by the delegates of the Twentieth and 
Twenty-First National Councils of Phi Delta 
Kappa to do your part. 


Buildings 


More elementary teachers are needed, and more 
classrooms are needed in which they will teach. 
The children to be taught are already born. From 
the 18,600,000 children now in elementary 
school, the enrolment is expected to go up, so 
that by 1957 there will be nearly half again as 
many; the estimate for eight years hence is 
26,600,000. 

Where will you put them? All the school build- 
ings now under construction can accommodate 
only about as many pupils as are now attending 
school on half-day sessions, says the Research Di- 
vision of the National Education Association in 
an investigation of school housing needs in city 
school systems. 

The qualities of leadership will be well tested 
by the housing situation. Get the facts in your 
community, and make them known to the people. 
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“Education Is a Weapon Whose Effect Depends—” 





Educate for Democracy! 


HE term democracy seems to mean many things 

these days. To the National Association of 
Manufacturers it apparently means the American 
Individual Enterprise System, while to the Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations it means an ex- 
tension of collective forms of economy. To some 
it means the /aissez faire state with government 
limited largely to the discharge of police and mili- 
tary functions, while to others it means the social 
service state with the government intervening in 
the economy for the purpose of rendering many 
services to the people. 

Hitler in his day occasionally proclaimed that 
the Nazi order was far more democratic than the 
social systems prevailing in the pluto-democracies 
of the West. And Stalin, repeating the words of 
Lenin, delights in proclaiming that the Soviet sys- 
tem is a “thousand times more democratic” than 
the most democratic bourgeois state, while declar- 
ing at the same time that the All-Union Com- 
munist Party of Bolsheviks is the ‘“‘guiding and 
directing force of Soviet society,” playing the 
“leading role in all branches of life of the Soviet 
land’’ and ‘watching over every Soviet citizen.” 
In his great speech in Poland in September, 1947, 
at a ‘conference of representatives of certain Com- 
munist Parties,’’ Andrei Zhdanov hailed the “new 
people’s democracies” of eastern Europe and 
stated that they had “achieved in the shortest time 
progressive reforms of which bourgeois democ- 
racy had been incapable.’ Each of these states is 
of course in the tight grip of the central organs 
of the national Communist Party which in its turn 
is under the close direction of the central organs 
of the All-Union Communist Party in Moscow. 

In my opinion neither the National Association 
of Manufacturers nor the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations is correct in identifying democracy 
with any particular form of economy or state, ex- 
cept in so far as the proposed economic or politi- 
cal form can be demonstrated to serve democratic 
values at a given place and time in history. In 
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our country today I believe that those values will 
be best guarded and strengthened through the so- 
cial service state. 


TOLERANCE OF OPPOSITION MARKS 
DEMOCRACY 


As to the dictatorships, whatever their professed 
goals and whether labelled “left’’ or “right,” 
black or white, red, green, blue, or yellow, they 
are all, in my opinion, despotisms. I agree with 
the view of Premier Attlee of Great Britain that 
no society can be regarded as a democracy if it is 
ruled by a small minority that tolerates no organ- 
ized opposition. Whether benevolent or malevo- 
lent in its avowed purposes, such a form of rule is 
despotism. 

II 

Probably the most distinctive feature of a de- 
mocracy is the value which it places on the indi- 
vidual human being, regardless of race, creed, 
family, or other social category. In the measure 
that individuals are treated unequally and arbi- 
trarily with respect to educational advantage, eco- 
nomic opportunity, administration of justice, en- 
joyment of rights and responsibilities, or access to 
social rewards and honors, the society involved 
violates this basic principle. 

It is at this level of the argument that men 
divide on the question of means. Some hold that 
these ends can only be achieved by dictatorship. 
This is the position taken by contemporary totali- 
tarian systems. Whenever the Central Committee 
of the All-Union Communist Party conducts a sav- 





* This article is from the text of “The End of a Myth About 
Education and Democracy,” an address delivered to a_ section 
meeting of the American Association of Political Science, Chicago, 
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age assault on individuals or a whole class or even 
an entire national group, it always does so in the 
name of an abstraction called the “people,” even 
as Bakunin preached individual assassination, 
mass terror, and ‘‘pandestruction” in the interests 
of the people. The other view holds that gains 
made by dictatorship are false and illusory and that 
in the long run the desired ends can only be 
achieved by placing power of choice in one way 
or another in the hands of the people. This means 
setting a high value on what may be called political 
liberty. The position was stated vigorously by 
Bronislaw Malinowski in his last book, Freedom 
and Civilization, published shortly after his death. 
“Although political freedom,” he wrote, ‘‘is not 
the only type of freedom in culture, yet its absence 
destroys all other liberties.”” This is my view and, 
I think, the view of the protagonists of democracy 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

The assumption here is that ordinary men and 
women can and should rule themselves, or at 
least participate directly or indirectly in the shap- 
ing of the laws under which they are to live and 
in the selection of those through whom political 
power is to be exercised. Not a few in the eight- 
eenth century assumed that men at least, if not 
women, were naturally good and that they, if 
freed from the oppressions of privileged orders, 
would speedily perfect themselves and their insti- 
tutions. These were extremely bold assumptions. 
And in some respects they seem bolder today than 
they did in those days of long ago, before the 
advance of science and technology had so height- 
ened the dynamics, extended the boundaries, and 
complicated the structure and operations of human 
society. 

KNOWLEDGE Is NECESSARY FOR SUFFRAGE 


The assumption regarding popular rule rested 
on the further assumption that the ordinary citi- 
zen is the best guardian of his own interests and 
the general welfare, provided he possesses the 
tequisite knowledge. And it was assumed again 
that he not only desired such knowledge but also 
that he could and would acquire it, if he had the 
opportunity. The position was developed with con- 
siderable originality by a Massachusetts farmer 
and inn-keeper toward the end of the eighteenth 
century, William Manning by name, who de- 
sctibed himself in these words: 
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“I am not a Man of Learning my selfe for I neaver 
had the advantage of six months schooling in my life. 
I am no travelor for I neaver was 50 miles from whare 
I was born in no direction, & I am no grate reader of 
antiant history for I always followed hard labour for 
a living.” 

Struggling with the problem of maintaining the 
blessings of liberty through subsequent genera- 
tions, he finally delivered a manuscript under the 
title, The Key of Libberty. After examining the 
society of his time with utter realism, he concluded 
that the key of liberty is knowledge and that the 
acquisition of the “knowledge necessary for a free- 
man’’ is possible. And here undoubtedly he was 
speaking for the friends of democracy of his gen- 
eration. 

THE FAITH IN EDUCATION 


Out of this faith in knowledge and the assump- 
tion of man’s natural goodness came a great faith 
in formal education that persists down to the pres- 
ent moment. And it was further generally as- 
sumed that education is a process which goes on’ 
in schools according to its own laws and is always 
good for the people. A correlative of this assump- 
tion was the dogma that despots fear schools be- 
cause they wish to “keep their people in igno- 
rance.” A basic element in this general faith in 
education was a special faith in literacy as a liber- 
ating factor. And here again was something that 
despots regarded with a deadly fear. For if knowl- 
edge is the key of liberty, then certainly literacy 
is the key of knowledge. The fact that the King- 
dom of Prussia was the first great European state 
to provide a well-organized and efficient system 
of universal education for the masses was gener- 
ally dismissed as the “exception that proves the 
rule,” or as a measure undertaken unwittingly and 
destined speedily to destroy the foundations of 
the rule of the House of Hohenzollern. 

This simple view of the relationship between 
formal education and democratic rule of course 
was not universally shared. In 1796 the American 
Philosophical Society offered a prize of one-hun- 
dred dollars for the best essay outlining a ‘‘Sys- 
tem of liberal education and literary instruction, 
adapted to the genius of the Government of the 
United States.” Several of the forthcoming essays 
recognized clearly that a republic requires a spe- 
cial kind of education. George Combe, an eminent 
Scotch scholar and traveller who came to the 
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United States in 1838 and remained a year and 
a half, was alarmed by the failure even of Amer- 
ican educational leaders to realize the special na- 
ture of education in a democracy. He wrote, 


I have seen men of sense and understanding who 
regard my views as obviously Utopian and absurd, 
when I ventured to express the opinion that both the 
quantity and quality of instruction communicated in 
the common schools of the United States, and even in 
Boston, is fitted much more for a government like that 
of Austria, than for that of the United States. 


III 


In the twentieth century this faith in formal 
education was probably given its most famous ex- 
pression by H. G. Wells. Toward the close of his 
Outline of History, published in 1920, he declared 
that “human history becomes more and more a 
race between education and catastrophe.’’ We 
know now that the catastrophe overtook us within 
twenty years; and we know too that those twenty 
years witnessed the greatest expansion of schools 
of all kinds and other educational agencies in the 
whole history of mankind. 

In our own country the secondary school en- 
rollment increased from 2,500,000 in 1920 to 
6,950,000 in 1940 and the enrollment in higher 
schools of all kinds from 750,000 to 1,800,000. 
In Russia, according to Soviet statistics, the num- 
ber of pupils and students of all ages attending 
schools and classes of all kinds and grades ad- 
vanced from 8,137,000 in 1914 to 47,700,000 
in 1939. In many other countries of the world edu- 
cational institutions — school and non-school — 
gtew with great rapidity. When the catastrophe 
hit the human race at the end of the thirties, the 
Japanese claimed a literacy rate of 99.6, the Ger- 
mans were probably the most literate of the great 
powers, and the Soviets boasted that they had “li- 
quidated” illiteracy. 


THERE Is EDUCATION FOR DESPOTISM, TOO 


Without going into a critical examination of 
some of these claims, we must concede that the 
simple quantitative expansion of formal educa- 
tion, impressive though it was, failed to avert the 
catastrophe. This, however, does not mean at all 
that formal education is without power. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the generation just ending has demon- 
strated in my opinion that it has tremendous pow- 


er. But this power is by no means necessarily be- 
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neficent. Education can help bring catastrophe, as 
it undoubtedly did during the years between the 
wars. Such was the tendency of education in all the 
totalitarian states. Our own high schools and col- 
leges, though well-intentioned, did little positively 
in the race which Wells saw developing. 

We know now that the traditional notion about 
the relation between democracy and formal edu- 
cation is a myth. The contemporary despotisms, 
if we make allowance for the resources available, 
have proved themselves to be quite as generous in 
their support of education as the free societies. In 
fact I am of the opinion that the dictatorships gave 
far more thought to education than the democratic 
states. 

The Soviet view of this question was formulated 
by Lenin in these words: ‘In the field of public 
education the Communist Party sets itself the goal 
of concluding the task begun by the October Rev- 
olution of 1917 of converting the school from a 
weapon of the class domination of the bour- 
geoisie into a weapon for the destruction of this 
domination, as well as for the complete destruction 
of the division of society into classes. The school 
must become a weapon of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat.”’ Stalin, as is his habit, put the matter 
even more bluntly in a conversation with H. G. 
Wells. “Education,” he said, “is a weapon whose 
effect depends on who holds it in his hands and 
at whom it is aimed.” 

These two statements constitute the foundation 
of Soviet educational philosophy.! They are quoted 
again and again by every writer in the field of 
pedagogy, and by everyone else who presumes to 
talk about education. The all-powerful Central 
Committee of the Party is guided by the dogma 
that education always has been, always is, and al- 
ways will be a weapon of politics. The idea of free- 
dom in education is either nonsense or “‘bourgeois 
hyprocrisy,”’ always the latter, according to Lenin. 

The Central Committee therefore holds the en- 
tire educational system under close surveillance. It 
issues resolutions not only on matters of general 
philosophy and purpose, but also on the details of 
school management. It has abolished pedology, 
liquidated the “project method,” restored the tra- 
ditional recitation, and even fixed the number and 





1 The school or the theatre is always fighting on the educational 
or ideological front. 
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length of recess periods by formal resolution. 
Stalin himself has worked over outlines for his- 
tory textbooks to be used in the primary and sec- 
ondary schools. During the past two and one-half 
years the Central Committee has issued a series of 
“ideological resolutions” which have eliminated 
old and introduced new emphases throughout the 
entire cultural apparatus or educational system— 
literature, drama, the cinema, music, science, hu- 
mor, the book press, the daily press, the periodical 
press, and the entire system of schools. These res- 
olutions not only reject “‘art for art’s sake’’ and 
“science for science’s sake,” but also ‘‘laughter for 
laughter’s sake.” They are closely coordinated 
with both domestic and foreign policy. 


The contemporary totalitarian states have taken 


a leaf from the book of eighteenth and nineteenth 
century democracy. They have not the slightest 
fear of ‘‘education for all the people,” an old lib- 
eral slogan. In fact they seem to be more inter- 
ested in reaching all the people than the democra- 
cies. They have demonstrated that educational in- 
stitutions can be forged into a mighty instrument 
or weapon to serve the purposes of despotic rule. 
Likewise they exhibit not the slightest fear of lit- 
eracy. They know that literacy is a liberating factor 
in society only where the press is free or at least 
partly free—newspapers, journals, books, book- 
shops, and libraries. Where the press is under 
strict and efficient control, literacy can become a 
weapon for the support of a universal tyranny. 
This constitutes one of the remarkable achieve- 
ments of twentieth century despotism. 


IV 


As we look back today we can see that the early 
champions of democracy viewed the problem too 
simply. Ordinary men and women seem to be in- 
herently neither good nor bad. Nor do they dis- 
play much concern about the indefinite perfecting 
of themselves; and their institutions. When we 
have leisure, they seem to prefer enjoying them- 
selves in a thousand non-intellectual and non- 
political ways. Also their thirst for knowledge ap- 
pears to be rather easily satisfied and limited to a 
fairly narrow range of interests. The men and 
women of the eighteenth and nineteenth century 
who led the struggle for the emancipation of the 
Masses made the mistake of assuming that the 


masses of the people were created in their image. 

Perhaps the issue would have been different, if 
the whole structure and dynamic of society had 
not been profoundly changed. The task of under- 
standing the world in which events affecting the 
life and fortunes of the individual take place is 
almost insuperable. Even the members of this 
learned body must hesitate sometimes to pass judg- 
ment on the state of things in China or Brazil, or 
even on the condition of the public schools or 
sewage disposal in his own neighborhood. Then 
too there is the vast range of interest groups and 
organizations, economic, religious, racial, and so 
on, through which the individual functions and 
with which he tends to identify the whole of socie- 
ty and the general welfare. These groups and or- 
ganizations, in the absence of some accepted con- 
ception of the common good, may engage in strife 
so bitter and irreconcilable that they will shake a 
society to pieces. There may be not just two nations 
but many nations within a nation. The survival of 
democracy would seem to depend on the aultiva- 
tion in the people of some regard for common and 
enduring interests. 


V 
EDUCATION FOR SURVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY 


In conclusion I think we may say that the sur- 
vival of every form of society rests upon education 
and that the survival of every complex society 
rests upon a larger or smaller measure of organ- 
ized education. This means, in other words, that 
there is no form of society that can be regarded as 
the natural state of man. Every form of society is 
a product of history and a creature of human 
thought, feeling, invention, and striving. It can 
be sustained only by a suitable system for the rear- 
ing of the young. The more complicated the pat- 
tern of life and the higher the standards of excel- 
lence the more rigorous and extended must be the 
educational program. 

This means of course that there can be no one 
conception or program of education equally ap- 
propriate for all societies, unless its object is to 
reduce or elevate all to a single pattern. Yet, even 
if such were the object of education, it would be 
constrained to assume different forms in different 
societies. Moreover, it is clear that an education 
that is entirely appropriate for a despotism is quite 

(Continued on page 223) 









Education 


Is is the nineteenth annual list of Doctors’ 
We taunt under way in education, as pre- 
pared by the present writer. In the present com- 
pilation are listed only the new dissertation prob- 
lems that did not appear in the March, 1947, and 
March, 1948, issues of the PHt DELTA KAPPAN. 
This means that for a reasonably complete can- 
vass of thesis problems under way the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth annual lists should be 
examined. 

Information is available concerning completed 
Doctors’ dissertations in education through the 
annual volume published by the H. W. Wilson 
Company, Doctoral Dissertations Accepted by 
American Universities. The U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation has been urged to resume publication of its 
annual annotated list of completed Masters’ and 
Doctors’ theses in education. This service on the 
part of the Office of Education was interrupted 
during the war period. 

In the present compilation the name of the 
student, thesis title, and graduate institution are 
given, and in most instances the major adviser or 
advisory committee is listed. No differentiation is 
made in this compilation between Ph.D. and 
Ed.D. problems. 

The schools that have sent new titles of disser- 
tations under way are as follows: 

University of Buffalo, University of California 
at Berkeley, University of California at Los An- 
geles, Catholic University of America, University 
of Chicago, University of Cincinnati, Claremont 
College, University of Colorado, Colorado State 
College of Education, Columbia University, Cor- 
nell University, Duke University, University of 
Florida, Fordham University, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, George Washington Uni- 
versity, Hartford Seminary Foundation, Harvard 
University, University of Illinois, Indiana Uni- 
versity, State University of Iowa, Johns Hopkins 
University, University of Kansas, University of 
Kentucky, Louisiana State University, Loyola Uni- 
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versity at Chicago, University of Maryland, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Michigan State College, 
University of Minnesota, University of Missouri, 
University of Nebraska, New York Univer- 
versity, University of North Carolina, University 
of North Dakota, University of Notre Dame, Ohio 
State University, University of Oklahoma, Univer- 
sity of Oregon, University of Pennsylvania, Penn- 
sylvania State College, University of Pittsburgh, 
Radcliffe College, Rutgers University, University 
of Southern California, Stanford University, State 
College of Washington, Syracuse University, 
Temple University, University of Texas, Univer- 
sity of Utah, University of Washington at 
Seattle, Washington University at St. Louis, 
Wayne University, Western Reserve University, 
University of Wisconsin, and Yale University. 
(Late titles from the University of Denver and 
Northwestern University have been added in the 
listing. ) 
A 
Abbott, Elizabeth. “A Study of Variations in the Accep- 
tance of the Health Implications of Advertising.” C- 
lumbia. Brownell, Rathbone, Walker. } 
Abel, Wilbur J. “Opportunities in the Office Occupations 
for Physically Handicapped Persons.”’ Indiana. Eyster. 
Abernethy, Louise M. “A Study of Dynamic Factors Affect- 
ing the Individual Elementary-School Teacher's Attempts 
to Initiate and Further Educational Change, and an Analy- 
sis of Their Implications for Pre-Service Teacher Edu- 
cation.” Columbia. Stratemeyer, Miel, McNally, Benne. 
Acevedo, Herminia. “Planning for the Primary Unit of the 
Schools of Puerto Rico.” Columbia. Hopkins, Craig, Witt. 
Ackerlund, George. “Federal Attitudes toward Public Sup- 
port of Sectarian Education.” Michigan. Moehiman. 
Adams, Harold. “A Study of Pre-Enroliment Guidance Prac 
tices Employed by Four-Year State Supported Colleges 


and Universities (As They Affect General Orientation and 
Academic Success of Freshmen Students.)’’ Washington 
(Seattle). Corbally. 
Adams, Harold P. “Proposed Program of In-Service Edu- 
cation for School Administrators in Kentucky.” Kentucky. 
Adams, Margaret M. “A Textbook on Human Relations for 
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Vocational High-School Students.” Columbia. Forkner, 
Hallenbeck, Super. 

Ado!phson, Louis J. “An Evaluative Study of the Six-Year 
High School in Minnesota.” Minnesota. Boardman. 

Aigner, Henry J. “The Evaluation of the Educational 
Thought of Alexis F. Lange.” California (Berkeley). Hill. 

Alexander, A. M. “A Study of Retardation among Elemen- 
tary Children in Lawrence County, Missouri.” Missouri. 
Artley. 

Alexander, Martha. “The Improvement in Critical Thinking 
Concomitant with a Year's Course in Tenth-Grade Mathe- 
matics.” Chicago. Buswell. 

Allen, Charles M. “The Characteristics of Students Who 
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Expanding Role of the Chapter Program 


By EMERY STOOPS 


INCE the War, Phi Delta Kappa has launched 
S upon an increasingly aggressive program. Phi 
Delta Kappans prefer to play down the honorary 
and social aspects of our organization and to play 
up the active professional pursuits, as illustrated 
by our four national projects. Now that the na- 
tional organization has become more active, the 
chapters must enrich their programs to gear in 
with national objectives. 

The Chapter Program is not merely a series of 
six to ten meetings per year. Meetings for the 
membership should be considered as only a very 
small part of the total chapter program. By pro- 
gram we mean the entire range of the Phi Delta 
Kappa chapter activities, including (1) coopera- 
tion with the national program; (2) cooperation 
with district activities; and (3) expanded chapter 
services. 


Every CHAPTER MEMBER AN ACTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 


Every member of a chapter should be given 
some responsibility in connection with an ex- 
panded role of chapter activities. Program respon- 
sibility for each member not only strengthens the 
fraternity, but contributes much to the participat- 





This statement by one of our district 
representatives is so comprehensive and 
stimulating in character that it is of in- 
terest not only to chapter and chapter of- 
ficers, but to our entire membership. It 
points the way to a vigorous revitalization 
of the fraternity as a whole at a time when 
many chapters and many members have 
become somewhat complacent about their 
Opportunities for service in Phi Delta 
Kappa. Brother Stoops’ statement is rec- 
ommended for study and adaptation to 
local needs by chapters—Paul M. Cook, 
Executive Secretary. 











* Emery Stoops is Administrative Assistant to 
the Los Angeles County Superintendent of 
Schools, Los Angeles, Califoria. He is the 
Phi Delta Kappa District II Representative. 


ing member. This mass participation can be ac- 
complished by an extended committee system 
comprising the entire local membership, with a 
group of enthusiastic leaders as chairmen. We may 
profit by taking our cue from some of the more 
active service clubs in which many activities are 
reported during a carefully timed, one-hour meet- 
ing. 

The expanded program will vary from chapter 
to chapter, but the following activities may be 
suggestive. 


COOPERATION WITH NATIONAL PROGRAM 


Four committees should be appointed with ca- 
pable leaders to further the four national projects: 
Teacher Recruitment, International Educational 
Cooperation, Research, and Increased Support for 
Public Education. Considerable time and energy 
should be budgeted for each of these national 
projects by local cooperating committees. 

A committee may also be appointed to further 
cooperation, coordination, and understanding con- 
cerning the National Program of Phi Delta 
Kappa, and local representatives of national pro- 
fessional organizations, such as N. E. A., Pi 
Lambda Theta, National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, American Council on Education, and 
others. 

Another continuing committee designed to fur- 
ther cooperation with the national program is a 
National Council Committee, headed by the dele- 
gate or delegates who attended the last National 
Council. This committee should stand ready to 
interpret recent Council actions, and to formulate 
agenda to be presented at the next Council. The 
committee should help the local chapter to im- 
plement Council recommendations. 
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COOPERATION WITH DisTRICT ACTIVITIES 


First, a committee should be appointed to 
study and improve inter-chapter activities and re- 
lations. In one area an Inter-Chapter Council has 
been set up comprised of representatives from 
eight campus and field chapters. Unity of purpose 
and friendlier relations have resulted from the 
appointment of the Inter-Chapter Council. 

Some areas have begun the practice of an Offi- 
cers’ Training School. Others hold an off-year 
state or area conference. Each chapter may well 
appoint a committee to prepare agenda, gather 
materials, select delegates, and make all prepara- 
tions necessary for the Officers’ Training School, 
or the conference, as well as to implement the 
proceedings after the school or conference has 
ended. 

In many areas throughout the United States, 
chapters are holding joint initiation and installa- 
tion meetings. Here too a committee of Phi Delta 
Kappans may be called upon to plan well in ad- 
vance, and to administer efficiently this activity. 

A continuing committee from each chapter 
may be assigned the responsibility for collecting 


agenda, selecting delegates, and later, implement- 
ing the recommendations of the biennial District 
Conference. Other committees could be appointed 
to deal with district problems and activities, but 
the above are given as typical possibilities. 


EXPANDED CHAPTER SERVICES 


In discussing the expanding role of chapter ac- 
tivities, only a few suggestions for additional com- 
mittees can be made in the space of this article. 

First, it is highly desirable that a Publicity and 
Public Relations Committee function in each 
chapter. The author recently attended an all-day 
joint initiation and installation at which the key- 
note speaker, president of one of our major 
American universities and a director in UNESCO, 
addressed 400 educators. Not one photographer 
nor reporter was on hand to spread this vital mes- 
sage to the local and national press. We Phi Delta 
Kappans are notorious for burying our light. 

Following are just a few suggestions for the 
Public Relations Committee: 

Publish an excellent News Letter 

Contribute to the Pot DELTA KAPPAN 

Send regular releases to the local press 


DELTA KAPPAN 


Prepare plugs for radio 

Maintain a speakers bureau 

Arrange inter-visitation with Chambers of Com- 
merce, Y.M.C.A., Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions’, P.T.A., 
and others. 

The name and purpose of Phi Delta Kappa are 
understood by few laymen, and by all too few 
educators. The Public Relations Committee should 
not be satisfied until Phi Delta Kappa is widely 
known to laymen and to educators. 

The Executive Committee, when freed from 
meeting planning, should spend some of its valu- 
able time in recognizing critical service needs in 
the field of education, and in appointing service 
project committees. Most organizations die with- 
out projects. One chapter appointed a committee 
to formulate a School Board Members’ Creed, 
which was published later in the PHt DELTA 
KAPPAN and distributed to board members 
throughout the country. This same chapter has re- 
cently appointed a service project committee to 
formulate specifications and procedures for the se- 
lection of public school superintendents. Another 
chapter appointed a committee to compile a list 
of thesis and dissertation titles completed at the 
local school of education. Another chapter ap- 
pointed a committee to outline procedures for 
professional in-service growth of supervisors. 
Other chapter service projects have collected 
books, equipment, and money for schools in dev- 
astated areas. There is nothing like a vital project 
to put new life into an organization. 

Another committee should represent Phi Delta 
Kappa and chapter projects in cooperation with lo- 
cal teacher organizations. This makes for greater 
unity of purpose and cou dination of procedures. 

A committee may well be appointed to plan 
social and cultural events for the families of Phi 
Delta Kappans. A minimum program may consist 
of a ladies’ night, and a family picnic annually. 
Expansion of the program may occur as needed. 

Every chapter should have a Reception or Fel- 
lowship Committee. Ideally, each Phi Delta Kap- 
pan should assist in welcoming strangers at meet- 
ings, but it is more practical to delegate this spe- 
cific responsibility to a committee which will keep 
encouraging every Phi Delta Kappan in the social 
techniques of friendliness. 

Certainly the most important committee in 4 
campus or field chapter is the Membership Com- 





EXPANDING ROLE OF CHAPTER PROGRAM 


mittee. Too many membership committees have 
confined their duties to selection. In addition, this 
committee may well plan a day of orientation to 
Phi Delta Kappa for neophytes. Certainly the 
Membership Committee should reactivate nominal 
members; notify other chapters of Phi Delta 
Kappa transfers; recommend emeritus status, and 
the like. 

Unless delegated to another committee, the 
committee on membership should plan appro- 
priate recognition for chapter members. This rec- 
ognition may be given at meetings, in the Chapter 
News Letter, and through the public press. Phi 
Delta Kappans who have given outstanding serv- 
ice to youth, achieved honor and success in the 
profession, have written articles, or have contrib- 
uted to research, should not be ignored. 

In the expanding role of Phi Delta Kappa, lo- 
cally and nationally, the Membership Committee, 
or another committee, should be appointed for 
the purpose of making serious study concerning 


the awarding of Service Keys, and the planning 


of appropriate ceremonies to accompany the award 
at meetings. 

Another continuing committee for campus 
chapters may well give considerable thought to 
the training of ritual teams, preparation of ritual 
music, planning of the occasion, and administer- 
ing the ritual by a group of trained experts who 
will make the occasion one of dignity and inspira- 
tion. 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IN EXPANDED 
CHAPTER PROGRAM 


In an expanded program, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the chapter must serve as a planning, 
delegating, and checking body, with the actual ad- 
ministration of a many-headed and enriched pro- 
gram in the hands of subcommittees. 

In many organizations some subcommittees fail 
to function from the time of appointment. Such 
committee stillbirth in Phi Delta Kappa is the 
direct responsibility of the Executive Committee. 
The Executive Committee should not only ap- 
point, but should assist each subcommittee in plan- 
ning, and should continuously check results by 
calling for progress reports. For example, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee should not merely appoint a 
Committee on Research, but should devote a full 
Meeting to cooperative discussion and planning 
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with the Research Committee. This joint effort 
will stimulate enthusiasm, and explore local pos- 
sibilities. Objectives and procedures for the com- 
mittee should be clearly defined and its budget, if 
any, definitely indicated. 

To carry on such a program of professional ac- 
tivities, the Executive Committee should meet 
every two weeks if possible, but certainly as often 
as once per month. Chief functions of the Exec- 
utive Committee will be helping subcommittees 
to envisage objectives, devise procedures, and to 
successfully complete committee projects. 

By thus spreading participation in the chapter 
to every member, and by expanding the role of 
chapter programs, Phi Delta Kappa can and will 
become a more integral factor in public education. 
The local chapter will also stimulate the profes- 
sional growth of its members through worthwhile 
participation. Busy members do not become nomi- 
nal members. 

The expanding role of chapter programs will 
require more service, and develop greater leader- 
ship among the members. They will give much 
to Phi Delta Kappa, but Phi Delta Kappa will give 
much, much more to them! 


Educate for Democracy 


(Continued from page 197) 


inappropriate for a free society. And the opposite 
is equally true. 

We in America, in my judgment, have never 
given adequate thought to the question of the de- 
velopment of an education that is suited to our 
democracy, particularly in the present industrial 
age. If we ever do, the result will be something 
new in the history of education. It will express at 
the same time both the emphasis on knowledge, 
understanding, and enlightenment and the empha- 
sis on the cultivation of the basic ethical values of 
democracy — devotion to equality, individual 
worth, intellectual freedom, political liberty, dem- 
ocratic processes, general welfare, and mastery of 
relevant knowledge. And all of this must be done 
in terms of the realities of the contemporary age. 
The major difficulty which all democracies con- 
front here is the achievement through the demo- 
cratic process of an educational program designed 
to strengthen democracy. 





Keeping Abreast in Education 


After an eclipse of the sun, 32 pupils came to the 
health clinic in Los Angeles because of injuries to the 
eyes. In only two cases did vision improve within 
seven months after the accident. Mostly, one eye was 
found to be injured, but six children suffered perma- 
nent burns in both eyes. 

Even during an eclipse the rays of the sun are so 
strong that prolonged observation is dangerous, even 
if the eye is. seemingly protected by smoked glass, 
photographic film, or sun glasses. 


Calendar 


February 13-16, Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development, New York City. 

February 20-23, American Association of School 
Administrators, (Regional Meeting), San Francisco, 
California. 

February 23-27, American Association of Junior 
Colleges, San Francisco, California. 

February 24-26, American Association of Colleges 
for Teacher Education, St. Louis, Missouri. 

February 26-27, American Association of Univer- 
sity Professors, Washington, D. C. 

February 26-March 2, National Association of Sec- 
ondary School Principals, Chicago, Illinois. 

February 27-March 2, American Educational Re- 
search Association, St. Louis, Missouri. 

February 27-March 2, American Association of 
School Administrators, (Regional Meeting), St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

February 28-March 2, Department of Rural Educa- 
tion, NEA, St. Louis, Missouri. 

March 27-30, American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators, (Regional Meeting), Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

March 27-30, NEA, Department of Elementary 
School Principals, (Regional Conference), Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 

March 31-April 2, Midwest Conference on Rural 
Life and Education, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

April 4-7, National Conference on Higher Educa- 
tion, Chicago, Illinois. 

April 13-16, Eastern Business Teachers Association, 
New York City. 

April 18-21, National Association of Deans of 
Women, Chicago, Illinois. 

April 19-21, National Vocational Guidance Asso- 
ciation, Chicago, Illinois. 

April 19-22, American Association of Health, 
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Physical Education and Recreation, Boston, Mass, 

April 19-22, National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

May 5-8, The Nineteenth Institute for Education 
by Radio, Columbus, Ohio. 

May 16-18, National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, St. Louis, Missouri. 


In England fifty per cent of the schools use radio 
programs every day as a teaching device. The British 
Broadcasting Corporation furnishes such programs for 
daily periods of from four to five hours. . . . In Eng- 
land, too, fifty per cent of the secondary school teach- 
ers are men.—Edward G. Blakeway, in North Caro- 
lina Education, May, 1948, page 497. 


Last year 75,000 Negroes attended college in the 
United States; that is 20,000 more than the year be- 
fore, the increase being attributed to veterans attend- 
ing under GI benefits. Largest institutional enrollment 
was at Howard University, 6,844. 

Negroes received 7,300 degrees during the year 
past, including 8 Ph.D. degrees, and some 250 doctors, 
dentists, and lawyers. 


“There has been no change in required chapel pro- 
gtams and courses in religion for 100 years. This is 
stated in the college catalogue, and each student has 
this information upon entering college. . . . There 
will be no change in our program of requirements.” 
Thus the president and the dean of Baldin-Wallace 
College, Berea, Ohio, responded to the withdrawal of 
60 out of 163 Catholic students from the school. 

The students had been told by Rev. Joseph T. 
Moriarty, professor of religion in a Catholic college, 
that the compulsory chapel and philosophy of religion 
course “make it impossible for a Catholic to pursue 
courses leading to a degree and remain a good Cath- 
olic.” Rev. R. C. Knuff, of St. Mary’s Church in 
Berea, told the students, “As a Catholic priest, I 
would say you cannot continue to attend one hour 
without acting in bad faith and being guilty of serious 
sin.” 

Discussing the matter in The Christian Advocate 
(Methodist) Editor Roy L. Smith says, “The Baldwin- 
Wallace incident throws . . . light . . . upon the 
issue of tax support for Catholic schools. If the in- 
struction provided at such schools includes the doc- 
trine that Methodist (or other Protestant) classes are 
sinful, then the specter of public taxation in support 
of sectarian instruction arises. . . .” 





Textbook Investigations and the Teacher 


Editor's Note: When trustees of the University 
of Wyoming ordered an investigation of textbooks 
used in the Universities department of Social 
Studies, a committee of 15 of the faculty of the 
University of Wyoming presented a faculty view- 
point to the Conference of the trustees and the 
Committee on January 25, 1948, which included 
the following statement of interest to all teachers. 


ROADLY speaking, university instruction is not 
textbook instruction. University instructors 
are supposed to be of at least equal calibre with 
their colleagues who write textbooks. In the 
courses which they offer, textbooks are perhaps 
a very large factor for the student who barely 
gets by, but a very small factor among other more 
important ones for the serious student. It is to 
be hoped for the sake of the reputation of the 
University that in whatever statement is made 
about the results of this investigation, occasion 
will be taken to say that it was found that text- 
books were relatively unimportant in the instruc- 
tion offered in the University of Wyoming. 

Such as they are, the textbooks are the tools 
of experts. The Board of Trustees is in the posi- 
tion of performing for the state the function of 
hiring and handling a body of some two hundred 
experts, in such a way as to get the most out of 
them for the purpose for which they were hired 
and in the ways in which they are expert. Telling 
them what tools to use is not the best way to handle 
carpenters or doctors and it is not the best way to 
handle university teachers. It is not illegal, it just 
works badly. Academic freedom is certainly in one 
aspect the policy of treating university teachers as 
experts. 

We commend to the consideration of the Board 
the record of attempts to control ideas. It is so 
dismal that it gives reason to wonder if the at- 
tempt to repress isn’t a certificate of validity. Gal- 
ileo was repressed for saying that the earth moved; 
the University of Paris repressed the teaching that 
quinine was useful, because it was not in the old 
books. Cornell University summarily fired a dis- 
tinguished economist for saying that labor unions 
had a place in the industrial world. In Iowa State 


College it is “subversive” or ‘““UnAmerican” or 
both to teach that margarine is a good edible fat. 
In the history of higher education in the United 
States, the attempt to control ideas has hurt the 
institutions where it was attempted; other institu- 
tions where such attempts have been scrupulously 
avoided enjoy the highest prestige and exert the 
most influence. 

Textbook investigation scares us. “Subversive” 
and ‘‘un-American”’ scare us. These were the catch- 
words of a long campaign during the 1920's that 
struck at all independence of teaching in the public 
schools. “Subversive and un-American,” then, of 
course, meant something quite different from what 
it does in 1948. It meant then pro-labor, pro-social 
betterment, pro-world organization— in other 
words, “‘subversive and un-American’ meant al- 
most everything that will be supported in national 
party platforms of 1948. As happened so many 
times before, repression was used to hinder ideas 
so useful that they have become the common be- 
lief of a large majority of Americans and the 
basis of national policy. The university as an organ 
of higher education has the function of providing 
a constant and constantly increasing output of 
leadership for our society. That leadership will 
not come from a generation who have been taught 
to fear ideas, to close their eyes to them or to try 
to close other people’s eyes to them. Or, if it does, 
God help America! 

We, the hundred thousand or so who teach in 
the American universities are economically and 
politically weak. Almost by definition, no one un- 
derstands us. Nothing is easier than to defeat us. 
If our function is important — and a thousand 
years of persistence and patience with us seems 
to indicate that it is—it must be defended by 
others, not only in its external form but in its 
essence. We cannot accept the position that we 
are here to defend the faculty from the Trustees. 
We cannot be content with less than that the 
Trustees, the President and the faculty should 
carry in common the obligation of interpreting 
and defending the free search for truth, the free 
play of ideas, the unhampered revision of our 
ideas in accord with the movement of our times. 





“Education is a weapon whose effect 


depends on who holds it in his hands 


and at whom it is aimed.” —Stalin. 





